
 

Husker Parents, 

 It’s hard to believe that we just wrapped up the 3rd quarter of 

the 2017-2018 school year! Students from every building are seeing 

success; from the students who competed in the Grandview Spelling 

Bee, the Middle School 6th graders who attended Honor Choir at 

UCM, to the High School Science Olympiad team that placed second at 

competition which qualified them for State. It’s a great time to be a 

Husker! 

 I want to take a moment to encourage you to attend Parent-Teacher Confer-

ences on Thursday.  It’s important that parents stay fully engaged in their child's aca-

demic progress. Don’t be afraid to reach out to your child’s teacher.   

 As a reminder, we will make-up our snow days at the end of the year on May 

18th, May 21st and May 22nd. Students will be dismissed on May 22nd at 11:00am. Sen-

ior graduation will be held Sunday, May 20th.   

The administration, faculty, and staff are looking forward to a great 4th Quarter. As 

always, let us know if we can assist you in any possible way. 

-David Figg, Superintendent  

News from the Superintendent 

L O O K I N G  A H E A D  

March 

15th 

 Parent-Teacher 

Conferences 

 Teacher of the 

Year Nominations 

due 

March 

16th-

18th 

 HS School Play 

“The Butler Did It” 

March 

16th 
 No School 

March 

21st 

 School Board 

Candidate Fo-

rum 

March 

22nd 

 1st-3rd Grade 

Spring Concert  

March 

26th & 

27th 

 Kindergarten 

Enrollment 

March 

29th-

April 

3rd 

 No School 

April 

4th 
 College 101 

April 

5th 

 GV McTeacher 

Night 

April 

23rd 
 CAPS Awards 

B U S I

N E S S  

N A M E  

The Husker Herald 
S P R I N G  2 0 1 8  

Abbie Struchtemeyer      

Kindergarten Teacher &   

the 2016-2017                       

District Teacher of the Year 

Submit your nomination for  

Teacher of the Year!  

You can nominate a teacher by going to 

the Husker website.  

Nomination forms must be completed by 

March 15, 2018! 

www.huskersk12.org 

http://www.huskers.k12.mo.us/
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8th GRADERS PARTICIPATE IN CHOICES WORKSHOP  

Project Leap Hosts Winter Olympics 
On Thursday, March 1st Miss Krystal and Miss Shelli's 

classes participated in the Preschool Winter Olympic 

Games!  They started with a parade and then rotated 

to stations consisting of ice skating, snowboarding, 

downhill skiing, a mar-

ble luge, hockey, and 

curling.  At the end, all 

preschoolers were given a medal (that 

they designed) for their participation!  

signature 
on an offi-
cial gradu-
ation 
pledge 
certificate 
presented 
to the 
students upon completion of 
the program. Students also 
explored how the decisions 
they make today regarding 
their school work, extra-
curricular activities, job op-
portunities and free time will 
affect their lives not only 
today, but throughout their 
future. Discussions revolved 
around how the choices they 
make can affect those 
around them, as well. Self-
discipline is stressed 
throughout as the “key to 
success,” and students are 
given the “key to success,” a 
CHOICES key ring, as a re-
minder of the control they 
have over their choices and 
their futures. 
Presenters challenged stu-
dents to write specific, man-
ageable, achievable and real-

istic goals, and to set a time frame for 
reaching those goals. Students spent 
some time writing down those goals, 
and looked at what it would take to 
achieve those goals. 
This year’s CHOICES workshop was 
facilitated by Denetta Amor, officer 
with the Higginsville Police Depart-
ment; Stephanie Tyler, FCS Financial 
Assistant Vice President; Ken Green, 
Higginsville Avionics; Kali Erdman, 
Erdman Appraisals; Jeremy Herbert, 
pastor at Faith Baptist Church in Hig-
ginsville; Heather Hoflander, Commu-
nications Specialist at West Central 
Electric Cooperative and Aren Koenig, 
U.S. Preparedness Specialist, Save the 
Children. This is the 13th year for the 
program at the Lafayette County C-I 
Middle School. 
 

 “I am who I am today because 

of the choices I made yester-
day.”  

– Eleanor Roosevelt  

Eighth-graders received pre-
cisely that message as they 
participated in the CHOICES 
Program Jan. 25-26. The pro-
gram was sponsored by the 
Higginsville Chamber of Com-
merce with financial support 
from the Higginsville Rotary 
Club. 
Through this interactive, deci-
sion-making workshop, stu-
dents are empowered to 
achieve success in academics 
and other aspects of their 
lives, with a focus on staying 
in school and earning their 
high school diploma. Nearly 
70 students participated in 
the two-day workshop where 
volunteers from the local 
business community led the 
students through hands-on, 
real-world activities including 
time and money manage-
ment, goal setting and aca-
demic self-discipline. Stu-
dents pledged to graduate 
high school, and placed their 

2018 CHOICES present-

ers (front row, l-r) 

Heather Hoflander, Kali 

Erdman, Aren Koenig, 

Denetta Amor, Ken 

Green and Jeremy 

Herbert. Not pictured: 

Stephanie Tyler. 

2018-2019  

Enrollment  

All students in grades 8-

11 have started the en-

rollment process for the 

2018-2019 school year. 

Mrs. Cindy Bentley, HS 

Counselor, met with stu-

dents over the last sev-

eral days to discuss 

course requests and 

graduation require-

ments. Students need to 

return their course re-

quest forms to the coun-

selors office by March 

14. They also need to 

make sure they submit 

their requests through 

the Student Portal on 

Tyler/SIS. Students in 

grades 9-11 were 

emailed step-by-step 

instructions on how to 

do the online requests. 
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On March 9th, Grandview Elementary hosted the annual Spelling Bee.  31 students from 

grades 3rd-5th  participated.  The winning word was “practically”. Nora Knipmeyer, 4th grade, 

was crowned school champion for the second year in a 

row!  Violet Myrick, 5th grade, placed second and Renee 

Fiene, 4th grade, placed third. This was the first official 

Scripps Spelling 

Bee at 

Grandview.  

 

A new club has arrived at the Middle School and got its start by one question from a curious student.  The student inquired about 

having a club for our many Pokémon fanatics .  He spoke with Mrs. Lettau and then Mr. Stick-

el, and the POKEMON CLUB was born.  It started January 30th and is currently very active 

with 25 members.  The club is driven by two students who have planned the dates, the activi-

ties, and lead the meetings.  The two students in charge are learning leadership skills and other club 

members are learning to be part of a team thereby helping to development social skills. Parents and 

teachers have even pitched in to support the club with supplies and encouragement.  This has been 

an awesome experience for everyone.  It has been especially exciting for Mrs. Lettau to see students 

that are not generally in any other club/sport find other students that they can connect with in doing 

something they enjoy.  The club meets  every other Tuesday after school for one hour.  There is still time to join for anyone interested! 

This year, a total of 20 students participated in Science Olympiad.  Their first 

competition was the Husker Invitational that consisted of 15 events. 13 of the 20 

students earned a total of 22 medals.  Their next event was in Warrensburg.  This 

was extremely competitive with over 1,000 students from 6 different states. Their 

last competition was Regionals at the UCM campus where 15 team members went 

head to head against students from 13 schools.  Out of 23 events 

they medaled in the top 3 in 7 of those events.  In 14 of those 

events, they were in the top 6.  Two students placed first in their 

event and will now be competing at the State level in April.  There 

was a dramatic flare at the end of Regionals when an issue with 

scoring was noted.  This put them ONE point away as an entire team from going to 

the State competition.  These kids worked extremely hard to prepare for these 

competitions, and the end result left them wanting more and ready to come back next year! 

Students Participate in Science Olympiad 

Mrs. Lettau Hosts Pokémon Club 

Grandview Spelling Bee 

Pictured above: Renee Fiene, Violet Myrick, & 

Nora Knipmeyer 
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Student places 2nd in Rubik’s Cube Mosaic Contest 

Winter Guard Wraps Up 2017-2018 Season 
The Husker Winter Guard is nearing the end 
of their 2018 season.  This group, which was 
restarted during the 2014-2015 school year, 
competes indoors in a gymnasium by per-
forming a show comprised of choreographed 
dance and flag movements.  In the four years, 
the group has grown from four members to 
twenty one.  This year, their show was titled 
“You Will Be Found” and featured music from 

the musi-
cal “Dear 
Evan Hansen”.  Performances this season have in-
cluded Blue Valley West, Harrisonville, O'Fallon 
Township, and an upcoming home performance at 
Spring "Meet The Huskers."  

entered the Fall 2017 
Rubik’s Cube Mosaic 
Contest. Quentin and 
Charles worked togeth-
er using 96 Rubik’s Cu-
bes to create the KC 
Chiefs logo. Quentin cre-
ated a second entry into 
the contest using 64 Ru-
bik’s Cubes to create the 
Husker Harold 2017 
State Football Finalist. 

Since its creation in 
1974, the Rubik's Cube 

has continued to 
fascinate, bewilder 
and challenge mil-
lions of people.  
Freshman Quentin 
Reickard and 8th 
grader Charles 
Grumke took the 

Rubik’s Cube to a whole 
new level when they 

The contest 
was held via 
Facebook 
and the win-
ner was de-
termined by 
earning the 
most “likes”. 
Quentin’s 
Harold Husk-
er placed second in the 
51-100 cubes category.   

cation with rigorous educator 
training requirements and 
hands-on, inquiry focused 
learning activities. Carpenter 
plans to use the grant to 
attend training, purchase 
equipment and materials, 
and conduct end-of-course 
assessments through CASE 
Online. “The CASE curriculum 
will provide my students with 
knowledge and life skills that 
they will be able to use in 
their future careers,” Carpen-
ter says. “They will learn 

teamwork, communication 
skills and hands-on science.” 
Pioneer makes contributions to 
community-based organiza-
tions on behalf of the business 
and employees. Consideration 
for outreach grants is given to 
communities where Pioneer 
sales representatives, DuPont 
Pioneer employees and cus-
tomers live and work and that 
support quality-of-life initia-
tives to create an improved, 
sustainable lifestyle for people 
worldwide.  

Stephanie Carpenter, C-
1 Agriculture Education 
teacher, is pleased to 
announce that DuPont 
Pioneer donated $1,000 
toward the Agriculture 
Education Department 

as part of the DuPont Pioneer 
sponsorship program. Grant 
recipients are teachers who 
are implementing Curriculum 
for Agricultural Science Edu-
cation (CASE) in their class-
rooms. CASE is a multi-year 
approach to agriscience edu-

T H E  H U S K E R  H E R A L D  
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The Lafayette County C-1 chapter of the National Honor Society held its annual induction 
ceremony on Tuesday, February 
27.  Students are eligible to be consid-
ered for membership in NHS beginning 
the second semester of their sophomore 
year. A council of faculty members se-
lects students based on four character-
istics: leadership, service, scholarship, 
and character.  This year, twenty-eight 
students were chosen to be inducted 
into the organization. During the cere-
mony, each of the inductees was pre-
sented with a membership pin, recited 
the NHS pledge, and gave a short 
speech about a person who had been 
instrumental in helping them to develop the four characteristics of NHS.  NHS adviser 
Mr. Eric King and Principal Todd Whitney closed the ceremony with final remarks. 

Lafayette Co. C-1 students will be busy for the next few weeks finishing preparations for the 
Missouri State Assessment Program. Elementary and middle school students will be taking 
Grade-Level Assessments. All students in grades 3-8 are required to take assessments for 
English Language Arts and Mathematics. Students in grades 5 and 8 will also take a Science 
assessment. High school students will be taking End-of-Course Exams. The EOCs are admin-
istered to students who are enrolled in Algebra/Geometry II, Algebra II, American Govern-
ment, Biology, and English II. All students will be testing during the month of April. Check 

with your building counselor to get specific dates. It is important for students to be in attendance 
during testing because make-ups are difficult to schedule. The district administrators, counselors, 
teachers, and staff have been busy preparing students to "do their best on the tests". Be sure stu-
dents get a good night's rest and eat a hearty breakfast during testing.   

Cindy Bentley, High School Counselor 

Lady Huskers  place 1st at Districts! 
Cole Conner, Cole Oelrichs, and Seth 

Summers were inducted into the 

National Technical Honor Society at 

Lex La-Ray (not pictured Austin Bick-

ford, Jae Schnakenberg, Mariah 

Summers 
6th Grade attends Honor Choir at UCM 

Middle School students move their learning 

to the outdoors RISE students visit Glenn Kolkmeyer at the Capitol 
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We have a lot of excitement happening at the Middle School! This past weekend, I had the privi-

lege of taking four 7th grade student council representatives to the 70th annual State Student 

Council Convention in Lebanon, MO.  This was such an amazing opportunity for students to 

build on their leadership skills. Over 1,000 student leaders throughout Missouri attended the convention. 

Next year’s 6th graders are gearing up to enter the Middle School.  Mrs. Reuther, with the help from a few of 

our current 6th grade students, introduced the 5th grade to a wide variety of band instruments to help them 

decide if they want to take Band or Choir next year.  6th  grade enrollment night is scheduled for March 19th 

at 6:00pm. I look forward to meeting the incoming 6th graders and parents. 

We are closing in on the end of the school year which means students and staff are ready to tackle the MAP 

test. Testing is set for  April 30th through May 11th. Please remember in order to help your child perform to 

the best of his/her ability, students should get at least 8-9 hours of sleep a night and eat a well balanced 

breakfast.  

I’m looking forward to an exciting 4th quarter!! If you have any questions please contact me at 

barnesk@huskersk12.org. 

T H E  H U S K E R  H E R A L D  

                     Summer School 

        Regular Session: June 4th—June 29th     

    8:00am - 2:25pm 

Weight Training: June 4th-July 20th* 

6:00am-8:00am, 7:00am-9:00am, 8:00am-10:00am 
*No class July 2nd-July 6th   

The Summer School program covers a great deal of material in a short 

amount of time, punctuality and regular attendance are expected. 

Breakfast will be served prior to 8:00 A.M. Lunch times to be announced.  

Regular bus transportation is not provided for Summer School. Please con-

tact Mr. Aaron Knipmeyer, Director of Special Services, at 660-584-3631 or 

by email at knipmeyera@huskersk12.org  if you have special  

transportation needs.  

Kaley Barnes, Middle School Counselor 

mailto:barnesk@huskersk12.org
mailto:knipmeyera@huskersk12.org
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This is a friendly reminder to please not send medications (prescription or over-the-counter) to 
school with your child. The medications from home must be dropped off by the parent and picked 
up by the parent. We do have medication forms we need filled out by the parent before any medica-
tion can be given at school. Please contact the school nurse if there is a medication that your doctor 
recommends the student to self-carry.  Otherwise, all medications need to be stored in the nurse’s 

office at all times. 

All prescription medications, including inhalers, need to be in the pharmacy labeled bottle or box. 
The pharmacy label is considered our doctor’s orders to give the medication at school. 

We do have Tylenol, Ibuprofen, Benadryl, cough syrup, and Mylanta in the nurse’s office to be ad-
ministered to the students as needed. You do not need to send in any of these medications from 

home. These medications may be given to your child, as needed, if you have given permission on the 
health history form that is completed at the beginning of each school year.  Also, if your child is not 
feeling well and you give them any of these medications in the morning before school, please send a 
note or give us a call so we know what time it was given and so we know not to give another dose if 

they come to the nurse’s office that morning.  Additionally, we keep in the nurse’s office cough 
drops, antibiotic ointment, hydrocortisone cream, natural tears and allergy eye drops, calamine lo-
tion, and Vaseline for chapped lips. These are items you also do not need to send for your child. 

Please remember if your child has had a fever, has been vomiting, or has had diarrhea they need to 
be symptom free (without medication) for a minimum of 24 hours before returning school. 

Sometimes students have accidents, spill food, get sick at school and need a change of clothing. We 
do keep extra clothing at school for these situations.  When your child comes home in different 

clothing we ask that you please wash the clothing and send it back to school. Often times we run 
out of the donated clothing because it is not being returned. 

If you have questions or concerns please feel free to contact us! Hope you all have a happy and 
healthy semester!! 

 
Erica Packard, Grandview School Nurse  Melissa Grass, Middle School/ High School Nurse 

             packarde@huskersk12.org          grassm@huskersk12.org 
 

Nurses Notes 

Brighter Futures Parenting Fair 
The Brighter Futures Parenting Fair is set for Tuesday, March 20th and this 

year there will be a special appearance by Clifford, The Big Red Dog! This event will focus on building 

knowledge and practices to help kids and families maintain strong mental health despite challenging 

life experiences. Please join us at this free event.  A meal and childcare will be provided as well as ac-

cess to various local resources to help support mental health.  Click the 

link below or scan the QR code to pre-register for the event. Pre-

registration closes Thursday, March 15th. Walk-ins are wel-

come, but you must pre-register if you intend to eat dinner!  

Pre-registration link: https://goo.gl/forms/wYiSQHSQXIziNRjI3  

Brighter Futures is a consortium of the six public school districts in Lafayette County. We work together to pro-

mote mental health awareness and provide mental health services to the students and families of Lafayette County. We are 

currently funded by generous grants from ACT Missouri, The Health Care Foundation of Greater Kansas City, and The Reach 

Healthcare Foundation and partner with Parents As Teachers, First Call, and Truman Medical Center in order to provide top-

quality mental health support for our rural settings. 

 

mailto:packarde@huskersk12.org
mailto:grassm@huskersk12.org
https://goo.gl/forms/wYiSQHSQXIziNRjI3

